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HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [2.05 pm]: On 7 May this 
year, the state government announced reforms to the way infrastructure and services are delivered to Aboriginal 
communities in Western Australia. The Minister for Regional Development and I are co-leading these reforms 
and reporting to the Aboriginal Affairs Cabinet Sub-Committee, which is chaired by the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs. Since the reforms were announced, the Minister for Regional Development and I have 
travelled throughout the Pilbara and Kimberley, engaging with Aboriginal organisations, traditional owners and 
community representatives. Despite the vast differences across the regions, there has been one strong, consistent 
message from Aboriginal communities—that is, the status quo is unacceptable. Their objectives align with the 
reforms’ five non-negotiables: first, that children are safe and nurtured; second, that children receive a quality 
education; third, that young people have a pathway to employment and adults are meaningfully occupied; fourth, 
that connection to culture, country and kin is maintained; and, five, that at the end of this process communities 
have certainty about their future. 

As part of our continuing engagement with Aboriginal people, Minister Redman and I today announced the 
appointment of eight Aboriginal leaders to Strategic Regional Advisory Councils. In the Kimberley, we look 
forward to working with Mr Patrick Davies, Mrs Brenda Garstone, Mrs Mary O’Reeri and Mr Martin Sibosado. 
In the Pilbara, we look forward to working with Mr Adrian Brahim, Ms Kate George, Ms Triscilla Holborow and 
Mr Jason Masters. These leaders will provide strategic advice to the reform process, along with relevant 
directors general, and commonwealth and community service sector representatives. In addition, regional human 
services manager groups in the Kimberley and Pilbara are currently transitioning to become district leadership 
groups, with expanded membership. These groups will be called on to provide advice on opportunities for 
changes to government expenditure, policies, programs and governance that would improve Aboriginal 
outcomes in its region. Steering the reform at an agency level is a new cross-departmental reform unit, led by 
Mr Grahame Searle, who is the previous director general of the Department of Housing. Mr Searle is highly 
regarded throughout the state and has already moved to Kununurra to commence this leadership role. 

Minister Redman and I have made a commitment to continue engaging directly with communities. Along with 
Mr Searle and the reform unit staff, we will be talking with Aboriginal people, planning with them and testing 
ideas with them. This is a long-term aspiration and it is important we take the time required to get it right. I look 
forward to providing more updates to this place as the reform progresses. 
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